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New Maha govt to focus on agri

Common Minimum Programme to include
measures for farm-loan waiver, MSP
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The Common Minimum Pro-
gramme (CMP) of the Shiv
Sena-NCPCongress  govern-
ment in Maharashtra will be
agriculture and rural eco-
nomy-centric.

The CMP will be approved
by this weekend by top leaders
of the three parties, including
Sharad Pawar, the ar-

drought and the floods that
followed have worsened the
situation. The debt waiver will
be complete and will help
each and every farmer of the
State,”the leader said. The new
government will also reorgan-
ise  the crop insurance
scheme.

Another big promise will be
a 50 per cent increase in the
-minimum  support

chitect of the alli-
ance, Congress Pres-
ident Sonia Gandhi
and Shiv Senma su-
premo Uddbhav
Thackeray.

A source, who is
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price of all crops.
“Our  government
will ay to imple-
ment, step by step,
the MS Swam-
inathan formula of
MSP, which will be at

aware of the contents

of the draft, told Businessline
that the major promise is go-
ing to be a complete farm loan
waiver. “Maharashtra farmers
are in huge debt crisis. The

]

least 50 per cent

more than the weighted aver-

age cost of production,” the
leader added.

He said the CMP also has

measures to address the rural
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Nationalist Congress Party chief Sharad Pawar addresses the media

at a press conference in Nagpur, on Friday en

distress. “Increasing the pur-
chasing capacity of rural
households is a major chal-
lenge before us, particularly at
a time ol economic slow-
down,” the leader said, and
claimed that loan waivers and
increased MSP will improve
the rural economy in the State.

Rural unemployment
Anather major announce-
ment that is likely to come up

is a scheme for addressing
rural unemployment. The
leader said previous Congress-
NCP  Governments  have
played a very effective role in
addressing the scenario by in-

troducing  job  guarantee
schemes much before to the
national scheme, the

MGNREGA. “We know how to
address this issue. We have
had measures in the past
which helped the farmers and

istress

agriculiure workers and even
the educaied vouth in viliages,
The new schome will he g
model for the cative countiy”
the leader claimed.

He added that the new Gov-
ernment will alsomake etlorts

to addiess the woes of the |

manufacturing and services

sectorstoc. “The leaders willfi-
nalise the proposals te ease !

the poblens of wmdustines.
Addressing  rural
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will eventually help the major

industrcs,” the

claimed.

leader |

Pawar is scheduled to meet |

Sonia Gandhi here on Sat-

urday. Addressing reportersin |

Nagpur, Pawar said the three |
parties want to form a stable

government which will be de-

velopiment-oriented. “There is |

no possibility of mid-term

polls. This government will be

formed and it will complete
five years. We all will ensure
this governnient runs for five
years,”



